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FOREWORD 
 
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the 
2023 Candidates’ Item Response Analysis Report on the Diploma in 
Secondary Education Examination (DSEE) for Development Studies 
subject. This report intends to provide feedback to student teachers, tutors, 
parents, policy makers and the public in general on the performance of 
candidates. 
 
The Diploma in Secondary Education Examination marks the end of two 
years of Diploma in Secondary Education course. This evaluates the 
effectiveness of the education system in Tanzania in general and education 
delivery at the teachers’ diploma level in particular. The candidates’ 
responses to the examination questions is one of the indicators of what the 
education system was able or unable to offer to the student teachers in their 
two years of Diploma in Secondary Education. 
 
In this report, issues which influenced the candidates to answer the 
questions correctly/incorrectly have been analysed. The analysis shows that 
candidates with good performance provided appropriate responses as they 
were able to identify the task of each question and had enough knowledge 
of the subject matter and good mastery of English Language while 
candidates with poor performance lacked such qualities. The analysis of 
response to each question has been done whereby the strengths and 
weaknesses shown by the candidates in answering the questions have been 
analysed.  
 
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania expects that the feedback 
provided through this report will enable the education administrators, 
college managers, tutors and student teachers to identify proper measures to 
be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance in future 
examinations administered by the National Examinations Council of 
Tanzania. 
 
Finally, the National Examinations Council of Tanzania appreciates the 
contribution of all who participated in writing this report. 

 

Dr. Said A. Mohamed 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This report analyses the performance of the candidates who sat for the 
Development Studies subject for Diploma in Secondary Education 
Examination (DSEE) in May 2023. A total of 1,906 candidates sat for that 
particular examination. The examination tested the candidates’ competences in 
demonstrating positive attitudes towards ethics, values, and integrity, applying 
life skills in dealing with social, economic, and political challenges, including 
cross-cutting issues such as HIV/AIDS, globalization, gender, drug abuse, and 
corruption, promoting and protecting human rights, including the rights of the 
child and the rights of special groups. The data show that the performance of 
the candidates in this subject in the 2023 examination was better compared to 
that of 2022 since there was an increase in performance by 1.42%, as shown in 
the following table. 
 

Year 
Number of 

Candidates who 
Sat 

Percentage of 
Candidates who 

Passed (%) 

Grades 

A B C D F 

2022 4,423 98.37 5 332 2,205 252 1 

2023 1,906 99.79 0 123 1,423 320 4 
 

The table shows that 1,866 (99.79%) candidates passed the examination. 
However, there was no candidate who passed with an A. 

 

The performance in Section A was considered good if the candidates’ scores 
ranged from 3 to 4 marks; average if the scores ranged from 2 to 2.5 marks; and 
poor if the candidates scored 0 to 1.5 marks. However, in Section B, good 
performance ranged from 10.5 to 15 marks; average performance ranged from 
6 to 10 marks; and poor performance ranged from 0 to 5.5 marks. The 
performance on different questions is presented in figures and the appendix 
using green, yellow, and red colours to represent good, average and poor 
performance respectively. 
 

The performance in each topic is ranked good, average, or poor if the 
percentage of the candidates who scored 40 per cent or above of the marks 
allotted to the question lie in the ranges of 70–100, 40–69, or 0–39, 
respectively. The attachment containing the percentage of the candidates’ 
scores on each question and topic is given in the Appendix at the end of this 
report. 
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This report provides an analysis of the candidates’ performance on each 
question by providing a summary of the tasks that the candidates were expected 
to complete, their overall performance, and the factors that contributed to that 
performance. The report ends with conclusions and recommendations at the far 
end. 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE ON 
EACH  QUESTION 

 

This part provides a detailed analysis of responses in sections A and B. The 
part also gives statistical data on the candidates who attempted the questions 
and their scores. It further, provides more elaborations about the candidates 
who were able to answer the questions correctly and those who failed to supply 
correct answers and the possible reasons for their performance. 
 

2.1 SECTION A: Short Answer Questions 

This section comprised of 10 short-answer questions, and the candidates were 
required to attempt all questions. Each question carried four (4) marks making 
a total of 40 marks in this section. 
 

2.1.1 Question 1: Citizenship and Human Rights 
 

In this question, the candidates were required to briefly explain four ways of 
acquiring citizenship in Tanzania. The question was attempted by 1,906 
(100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates on this question was 
average since 1,394 (68.4%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown in Figure 1.  
 

 
Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 
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The statistics in Figure 1 show that 602 (31.6%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 459 (24.1%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks and 845 (44.3%) 
candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance showed that 44.3% of the candidates 
scored 3 to 4 marks. Those who scored all the marks (12.2%) demonstrated 
sufficient knowledge of the topic on Citizenship and Human Rights, 
particularly the subtopic of Citizenship. They demonstrated adequate 
knowledge and skills on the subject matter hence giving relevant points. For 
instance, one candidate provided relevant points such as: citizenship by 
marriage, citizenship by naturalization, citizenship by descent, and citizenship 
by birth. Extract 1.1 provides a sample of a correct response to this question. 

 

 
 

Extract 1.1: A sample of a correct response to question 1. 
 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 1.5 marks most of them 
lacked sufficient knowledge of Citizenship and Human Rights. Therefore, they 
failed to grasp the requirement of the question. Some of them responded by 
citing characteristics of a good citizen which are: obeying laws, participating in 
economic activities, protecting a country, and paying taxes, instead of the ways 
of acquiring citizenship such as: citizenship by birth, citizenship by descent, 
citizenship by registration, and citizenship by naturalization. Other candidates’ 
incorrect responses were: to change the identity card, report to the authority, 
live in Tanzania, and know the language of Tanzania while another candidate 
gave incorrect responses such as: through participating in economic activities 
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such as manual work, through participating in election, through co-operation 
in different social activities, and acquire through daily responsibilities in the 
society such as decision making. Moreover, candidates in this category 
displayed a limited command of English language. Extract 1.2 provides a 
sample of an incorrect response to this question. 

 

 
 

Extract 1.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 1. 
 

In Extract 1.2, the candidate stated human rights instead of the ways of 
acquiring citizenship in Tanzania. 
 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks 
understood the topic but they mixed correct and incorrect responses on ways of 
obtaining Tanzanian citizenship. For example, one of the candidates wrote two 
correct responses as citizenship by birth and citizenship by naturalization, but 
the other two incorrect responses given by the candidate were: citizenship by 
nationalization and citizenship by family. The candidates’ responses showed 
that they had insufficient knowledge of ways for acquiring citizenship in 
Tanzania. 
 
2.1.2 Question 2: Philosophy and Culture 

In this question, the candidates were required to use four points to explain how 
ethical knowledge can be used to enhance development in the community. The 
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question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general performance 
of candidates on this question was good since 1,671 (87.7%) scored 2 to 4 
marks as shown in Figure 2.  

   

Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 
 

The statistics in Figure 2 show that 253 (12.3%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 170 (8.9%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks and 1,501 (78.8%) 
candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 3 to 4 marks demonstrated a good understanding of the concept of 
philosophy and its branches and showed good English language proficiency. 
They gave relevant responses to the question such as: to be appreciated in 
society, moral judgement of society, developing positive relationships with 
others, and making wise decisions. Candidates under this category showed 
great ability in mastering the subject matter since their responses met the 
requirements of the question. For example, one of the candidates’ relevant 
responses were: it helps to maintain discipline to the people because it 
emphasizes good behavior, it helps to understand what is wrong and what is 
good, which can help to show good behavior in the society, it helps to solve 
different problems in the society; in order to maintain discipline in the society, 
and it promotes unity and solidarity among the people. Furthermore, candidates 
in this category were able to relate their responses to the real life experiences 
such as: if someone has ethical knowledge will not engage in corruption cases 
that can lead to stagnation of development, and if someone has ethical 
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knowledge will not engage in bad groups such as robbering that can drawback 
people who have desire to reach high level of development. Extract 2.1 
provides a sample of a correct response to the question. 

 

 
 

Extract 2.1: A sample of a correct response to question 2. 
 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 1.5 marks lacked sufficient 
understanding of the concept of ethics particularly those who scored zero. 
Some of the candidates’ responses in this category were accompanied by 
irrelevant facts. For example, one of the candidates wrote irrelevant points such 
as: through imagination, through the almighty of God, through reasoning or 
due to the improvement of behavior, the presence of different skills, the 
provision of education, and the improvement of science and technology. 
Another candidate highlighted the different sources of knowledge such as 
showed knowledge and empirical knowledge. Likewise, another candidate 
wrote irrelevant points such as: improvement of infrastructures, development of 
science and technology, improvement of good standard of life to the people, 
and it improves good relationship and cooperation among people in the 
community. Extract 2.2 presents a sample of an incorrect response to this 
question. 
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Extract 2.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 2.  
 

In Extract 2.2, the candidate wrote indicators of development and 
underdevelopment instead of pointing out the relevance of ethical knowledge in 
enhancing development in the community. 
 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks 
understood the topic well but mixed some relevant and irrelevant points in their 
responses. For instance, one of the candidates listed two relevant points which 
were: acting morally and taking part in social activities. Also, the candidate 
gave two irrelevant points which were: ensuring economic activities and 
making society advisable. Another candidate wrote incorrect points such as: 
improving handcrafts, inculcating good behaviour, valuing internal and 
external goods, and enhancing hard work. However, the first and the last points 
were correct while the rest were not correct. Such responses in this category 
showed that the candidates had insufficient knowledge of how ethical 
knowledge can be used to enhance development in the community. 
 

2.1.3 Question 3: Globalization 

In this question, the candidates were required to briefly analyse two positive 
impacts of Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) on the economies of 
developing countries. The question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. 
The general performance of candidates on this question was poor since only 
645 (33.8%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown in Figure 3.  
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 

 

The statistics in Figure 3 show that 1,261 (66.2%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 538 (28.2%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks and 107 (5.6%) 
candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 0 to 1.5 marks showed various weaknesses such as failure to 
comprehend the task of the question, poor English language proficiency while 
others failed to give the required number of points. For example, one of the 
candidates provided inappropriate responses such as: promoting citizenship, 
promoting education, and encouraging hard working. Another candidate 
provided characteristics of underdevelopment and developed nations such as: 
high rate of illiteracy, low levels of development, and high mass consumption 
instead of pointing out positive impacts of SAPs.  Likewise, another candidate 
wrote irrelevant points such as: it control inflation, inflation means rise and fall 
of price of the commodities of this programmes, and it make a currency 
devaluation. Another weakness observed was poor English language 
proficiency. For example, one of the candidates wrote: to failure of goals and 
to mult membership. Extract 3.1 provides a sample of an incorrect response to 
this question. 
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Extract 3.1: A sample of an incorrect response to question 3. 
 

In Extract 3.1, the candidate provided negative impacts of Structural 
Adjustment Programmes instead of its positive impacts. 

  

Furthermore, the analysis of the candidates’ performance showed that the 
candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks demonstrated a partial knowledge of 
Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) hence repeated the same points and 
mixed up correct and incorrect responses. For instance, one candidate wrote: 
provision of funds and provision of loans. Also, another candidate wrote 
incorrect points such as: helping to bring unity among the members and 
providing loans. The responses given by candidates in this category showed 
that they had insufficient knowledge of the impacts of Structural Adjustment 
Programmes (SAPs) on the economies of developing countries. 

 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 3 to 4 marks gave relevant points 
about the benefits of Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) and they were 
aware of the requirements of the question. Most of them provided correct and 
well explained responses such as: promoting privation and the growth of the 
trade market. However, some of the candidates could not fulfil the required 
number of points, preventing them from scoring full marks allotted to this 
question. Extract 3.2 provides a sample of a correct response to the question. 
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Extract 3.2: A sample of a correct response to question 3. 
 

2.1.4 Question 4: Citizenship and Human Rights 

In this question, the candidates were required to give four examples of how a 
government in modern societies guarantees the wellbeing of its citizens. The 
question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general performance 
of candidates on this question was good since 1,372 (72%) scored 2 to 4 marks 
as shown Figure 4.  
 

   
 

Figure 4: Candidates Performance on Question 4 
 

The statistics in Figure 4 show that 534 (28%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks, 667 (35%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks and 705 (37%) candidates 
scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance indicated that the candidates who 
scored 3 to 4 marks particularly those who scored all the marks demonstrated 
adequate knowledge of the subject matter and correctly interpreted the 
question. These candidates provided relevant examples of how governments in 
modern societies ensures the welfare of their citizens. However, variation of 
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marks in this cluster was due to the depth of the explanations presented by the 
candidates. For example, one of the candidates pointed out correct points such 
as: provision of social services like education, protection of citizen’s right in all 
aspects of human rights, enacting of laws and regulations about negative 
cultural practices, and by promoting peace and security. Another candidate 
presented the relevant responses such as: to promote peace and unity among 
citizens in the certain government, collect tax from citizens as being active 
member of a particular country, promote human rights as all members in the 
society should be treated equally, and protect natural and human resources 
such as minerals, oil, and animals. Extract 4.1 provides a sample of a correct 
response to the question. 

 

 
 

Extract 4.1: A sample of a correct response to question 4. 
 

Further analysis indicated that the candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks most 
of them understood well the subject matter but mixed correct and incorrect 
points in their responses. They also repeated some points. Yet some of the 
candidates failed to provide the required number of points. For instance, one of 
the candidates responded by giving the points such as: the provision of social 
services, the provision of education, the provision of poverty eradication 
policies, and the establishment of different programmes and organizations. All 
the points fall into the provision of social services. Another candidate mixed 
the correct and incorrect points such as: improvement of science and 
technology, introduction of private sector, improvement of agricultural sector, 
and improvement of infrastructure. The first and third points were correct but, 
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the second point were incorrect and the last point were not strong enough to get 
all the required marks. The responses given by candidates in this category show 
that they had insufficient knowledge about the role of governments in modern 
societies in guaranteeing the wellbeing of their citizens. 

 

Conversely, the analysis showed that 28% of the candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks. Those who scored zero (6.6%) lacked the knowledge on the subject 
matter, did not comprehend the question hence provided wrong responses. For 
instance, one candidate wrote incorrect points such as: forming a special 
government system, forming special organizations, upgrading them in different 
sectors, and bringing a special identity to them. Another candidate provided the 
negative effects of globalization such as: destruction of culture, moral decay, 
spread of diseases, and introduction of new cultures. Extract 4.2 presents a 
sample of an incorrect response to this question as given by one of the 
candidates. 

 

 
 

Extract 4.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 4. 
 

In Extract 4.2, the candidate listed the ways of acquiring citizenship instead of 
the roles of government to her citizens. 

 

2.1.5 Question 5: Tanzania in Global Politics 

In this question, the candidates were required to briefly explain four benefits of 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) to developing nations like Tanzania. 
The question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general 
performance of candidates on this question was poor since only 556 (29.2%) 
scored 2 to 4 marks as shown in Figure 5.  
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Figure 5: Candidates’ performance on question 5. 
 

The statistics in Figure 5 show that 1,350 (70.8%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks, 391 (20.5%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks and 165 (8.7%) 
candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance indicated that the candidates who 
scored 0 to 1.5 marks particularly those who scored zero lacked knowledge of 
the subject matter. Most of them did not comprehend the question. As a result, 
they provided irrelevant arguments such as: helps in the provision of social 
services, promotes development, provides infrastructure, and leads to the 
growth of cities and towns. Another candidate wrote incorrect responses such 
as: through taxes, through workers and laborers, increase salaries and 
advances, and science and technology. Extract 5.1 presents a sample of an 
incorrect response to this question. 
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Extract 5.1: A sample of an incorrect response to question 5. 
 
In Extract 5.1, the candidate explained the impacts of globalization instead of 
the benefits of World Health Organization (WHO) to the developing nations 
like Tanzania.  

 

Further analysis of the performance showed that the candidates who scored 2 to 
2.5 marks lacked sufficient knowledge of the subject matter. They were unable 
to achieve higher marks because some of their responses were not relevant to 
the question. Other candidates mixed both correct and incorrect points while 
others failed to give the required number of points. For example, one of the 
candidates wrote two incorrect responses such as: the provision of well health 
centers and the provision of health insurance to the people of Tanzania. The 
two correct points provided by the candidate were: the provision of specialists 
from other countries and the provision of education. Additionally, another 
candidate mixed up and repeated some points: the provision of good health, 
reproductive education, health education, and increased government revenue. 
The first three points mean the same thing. The responses given by candidates 
in this category show that they had insufficient knowledge of benefits of the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) to developing nations like Tanzania. 
 

On the contrary, the candidates who scored 3 to 4 marks had sufficient 
knowledge about the benefits of the World Health Organisation (WHO) for 
developing countries like Tanzania. One candidate gave correct responses such 
as: it provides health education to the people around the world, it provides 
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medicine in different countries in the world, it plays part in provision of health 
statistics and the way people are infected with a certain diseases, and it enables 
to report the new erupted diseases so that people around the world may take 
care. However, another candidate presented three correct responses but the 
unique point was that it provides vaccination on various erupting diseases that 
are caused by virus like CORONA. This particular point shows that the 
candidate was aware of the roles and benefits of WHO during the CORONA 
VIRUS Pandemic. Extract 5.2 presents a sample of a correct response to this 
question. 

 

 
Extract 5.2: A sample of a correct response to question 5. 
 

2.1.6 Question 6: Tanzania in Global Politics 

In this question, the candidates were required to briefly explain four ways on 
how Tanzania benefits from international relations. The question was attempted 
by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates on this 
question was good since 1,827 (95.9%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown in Figure 
6 below.  
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Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6. 
 
The statistics in Figure 6 show that 79 (4.1%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 marks; 
1,738 (91.2%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks, and 89 (4.7%) candidates 
scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance indicated that the candidates who 
scored 2 to 2.5 marks had adequate knowledge on the subject matter and 
understood the requirements of the question. Their responses, however, had 
some weaknesses that prevented them from scoring higher marks. For example, 
they repeated points, provided less number of the required points and had 
English language problems. For example, one of the candidates outlined the 
following points: sharing resources, sharing ideas, providing loans, and 
obtaining help instead of giving brief explanations as required. Furthermore, 
another candidate provided only two of the required four points such as: 
improving international relations among the countries and advancing science 
and technology. The responses given by candidates in this category shows that 
the candidates had insufficient knowledge of the benefits gained by Tanzania 
from international relations. 
 

Further analysis indicated that only 4.7% of the candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
Few of them (0.5%) who scored full marks demonstrated good understanding 
of the global issues in general. They provided the required number of points, 
but the degree to which the answers were accurate varied from candidate to 
candidate. The candidates in this group briefly explained the correct points 
such as: free trade, development of infrastructures, receiving loans, and 
investment. One of the candidates stated correct points such as: Tanzania is free 
to sell their product outside the country due to good relationship with other 
countries, development of infrastructures due to good relationship, Tanzania 
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receives loans from developed countries, and people come from different 
countries to invest in Tanzania. Extract 6.1 presents a sample of a correct 
response to this question. 

 

 
 

Extract 6.1: A sample of a correct response to question 6. 
 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 1.5 marks failed to meet the 
required number of points and lacked knowledge and skills on the subject 
matter. Some of them were unable to comprehend the question probably due to 
low English language proficiency. As a result, they deviated from the 
requirements of the question. For example, one of the candidates provided 
incorrect responses such as: they get different aids, they get loans and they 
provide different assistance. Another candidate repeated the same point such 
as: social relation, political relation, economic relation, and cultural relation. 
Such points are all the same as promote and protect the United Republic of 
Tanzania politically, economically, socially, and culturally which is a single 
point. Extract 6.2 presents a sample of an incorrect response to this question. 
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Extract 6.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 6. 
 

In Extract 6.2, the candidate wrote things related to regional organizations and 
unions instead of explaining the benefits gained by Tanzania from international 
relations. 
 

2.1.7 Question 7: Theories and Aspects of Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to contrast the terms associated 
with corruption. The question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The 
general performance of candidates on this question was poor since only 167 
(8.8%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown in Figure 7.  

 
 
Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 

 

The statistics in Figure 7 show that 1,739 (91.2%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 122 (6.4%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks, and 45 (2.4%) candidates 
scored 3 to 4 marks. 
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The analysis showed that the candidates who scored 0 to 1.5 marks lacked 
understanding of the subtopic on corruption. The group of those who scored 
zero demonstrated limited command of English language hence difficult for 
them to provide relevant points. Some candidates explained about grand and 
petty corruption such as: nepotism and patronage; those are the form of 
corruption which deals with to have important position in a country, this is a 
grand corruption. Embezzlement and kickback; these are form of corruption 
which are petty corruption may be conducted in an area of employment 
opportunities. Other candidates did not compare the concepts instead; they 
simply defined one aspect of the question incorrectly such as: nepotism is the 
type of corruption given to a person in cash, whereas patronage is the type of 
corruption provided by property. Furthermore, some candidates showed lack of 
knowledge of the terms as they wrongly wrote: nepotism is a situation whereby 
a certain nation has many political parties and patronage is the system of 
government whereby the representatives were chosen indirectly. Others argued 
that embezzlement is the act of fighting against corruption while kickback is the 
situation of taking action to the person who engage or receive corruption. 
Extract 7.1 presents a sample of an incorrect response from one of the 
candidates. 

 

 
 

Extract 7.1: A sample of an incorrect response to question 7. 
 

In Extract 7.1, the candidate wrongly associated the terms with how and to 
whom corruption is taken instead of contrasting the terms in relation to 
corruption. 

 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks had 
sufficient knowledge of corruption. However, they were unable to score the full 
marks because their responses had both correct and incorrect points. For 
example, one of the candidates’ correct responses were: nepotism is the type of 
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corruption in which people favor his/her relatives to get something while 
patronage is the type of corruption whereby someone is favoured due to his/her 
age. The incorrect responses provided by the candidate were: embezzlement is 
the type of corruption in which someone gets a chance by using money while 
kickback is the type of corruption in which someone gain benefit or get selected 
due to sexual needs. 

 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 3 to 4 marks demonstrated 
sufficient knowledge and skills of the topic on Theories and Aspects of 
Development, particularly the subtopic on Corruption. They correctly 
comprehended the question and, thus they contrasted well the terms Nepotism 
and Patronage and Embezzlement and Kickbacks. For instance, one candidate 
responded correctly by writing: Nepotism is the form of corruption which is 
given within relatives while patronage is the kind of corruption which is given 
to friends. Embezzlement is the kind of corruption which is given by providing 
money as leaders to citizens while Kickback is the form of corruption given to 
someone in order to get something.  
 

Another candidate provided good responses by stating: Nepotism is the kind of 
corruption which occur when the individual who is in position favour his or her 
relatives while patronage is the kind of corruption when people in position 
gives favour to people who supports him or her to get chance. Embezzlement is 
the kind of corruption where individual or leaders misuse the public funds or 
resources for private gain while kickback is the kind of corruption where by 
individuals take money out of their salaries. Extract 7.2 presents a sample of a 
correct response to this question. 

 

 
 

Extract 7.2: A sample of a correct response to question 7. 
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2.1.8 Question 8: Theories and Aspects of Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to propose four measures that 
could be used to conserve natural resources in Tanzania. The question was 
attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates 
on this question was average since 1,166 (61.2%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown 
in Figure 8.  

 

 
Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 

The statistics in Figure 8 show that 740 (38.8%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 996 (52.3%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks and 170 (8.9%) 
candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 
The analysis of candidates’ performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 2 to 2.5 marks understood the subject matter though they proposed the 
measures required without providing further details. For instance, one of the 
candidates who were unable to support his or her points listed the measures 
such as: enacting laws, using policies, providing education, and making good 
use of technology. The second point was not correct and the rest were correct 
but not strong enough to get the full marks. Another candidate repeated the 
points such as: provision of education, harsh laws, use of the media to educate 
the community, and proper management and administration of the nation. 
From the responses, the first and the third points mean the same and the rest 
were weak points. The responses given by candidates in this category show that 
they had insufficient knowledge of the measures that could be taken to 
conserve natural resources in Tanzania. 
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Additionally, the candidates who scored 0 to 1.5 marks lacked appropriate 
knowledge of the topics related to factors of development, particularly on the 
conservation of natural resources. As a result, they failed to propose any ideas 
on the ways of protecting Tanzania’s natural resources. The inability to express 
their thoughts in English language was a challenge to them. In addition, some 
candidates provided only one relevant point out of the four points required 
while others misconceived the question by providing unrelated responses. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote the points such as: council of peace and 
security, court of justice, development bank, and internal organisation. Another 
candidate proposed points such as: economic factors, political factors, science 
and technology, and climate factors. Moreover, another candidate proposed 
irrelevant points such as: through encouraging traditional dressing, through 
traditional dancing, through reducing cost for the students/children to visit 
historical sites, and through teaching and learning cultural practices to the 
new generation. Likewise, some candidates chose not to attempt the question at 
all. Extract 8.1 presents a sample of an incorrect response from one of the 
candidates.  
 

 
 

Extract 8.1: A sample of an incorrect response to question 8. 
 

In Extract 8.1, the candidate mentioned educational policies instead of 
proposing the measures which can be used to conserve natural resources in 
Tanzania. 

 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 3 to 4 marks 
demonstrated their competence in the topic on Theories and Aspects of 
Development. In addition, their proficiency in English language enabled them 
to propose the correct measures Tanzania should take to protect its natural 
resources. However, the candidates’ scores varied depending on the clarity of 
their responses. One of the candidates proposed correct measures such as: 
establishment of rules and regulations that may help to conserve natural 
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resources, to discourage overgrazing, to introduce different clubs and 
organizations that will help preserve environment, and provision of education 
to people on the importance of preserving environment. Most of the candidates 
in this category performed well since the question drew them back to their life 
experiences. For instance, they proposed the measures such as: the use of 
alternative source of energy like gas and fuel, formation of laws and by-laws 
that will be applied to those who threaten the environment, different 
environmental conservation programs should be conducted to ensure natural 
resources are protected and conserved, and provision of education to the 
society on ways to protect environment. Extract 8.2 presents a sample of a 
correct response to this question. 

 

 
 

Extract 8.2: A sample of a correct response to question 8. 
 

2.1.9 Question 9: Theories and Aspects of Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to use four points to support the 
statement that HIV/AIDS is a human right agenda. The question was attempted 
by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates on this 
question was average since 859 (45.1%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown in 
Figure 9.  
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Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance on Question 9 
 

The statistics in Figure 9 show that 1,047 (54.9%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 153 (8.1%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks, and 706 (37%) candidates 
scored 3 to 4 marks. 
 

The analysis of candidates’ performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 0 to 1.5 marks lacked English language proficiency, presented less 
number of required points, lacked knowledge of the subject matter and 
misconceived the question hence provided incorrect responses while few of 
them wrote relatively one correct point. For example one candidate provided 
irrelevant responses such as death of the people, it may lead to conflict among 
people, an increase in street children, and it may lead to increase drug abuse. 
Likewise, another candidate wrote irrelevant points such as: through sharing 
sharp objects, through breast feeding of child from infected mother, through 
unsafe sexual intercourse, and through unsafe blood transfusion. Other 
incorrect responses from one of the candidates were: decline in the agricultural 
sectors (production), the government should buy ARV`s dose to slow down the 
virus, it causes death of many people, and loss of knowledge and skills which a 
person who is affected have. Extract 9.1 presents a sample of an incorrect 
response to this question. 
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Extract 9.1: A sample of an incorrect response to question       9. 
 

In Extract 9.1, the candidate identified the importance of human rights instead 
of explaining how HIV/AIDS is a human agenda. 

 

Conversely, the candidates who scored 3 to 4 marks demonstrated sufficient 
knowledge of the subject and a clear understanding of the question hence 
provided correct points that supported the relationship between HIV/AIDS and 
human rights. One of the candidates argued that: the victims should not be 
isolated, they should protect others, they deserve privacy, and they have the 
right to negotiate. Another candidate supported the statement by giving the 
points such as: victim of HIV has the right to live, victim of HIV has right to 
vote to his/her representative, victim of HIV has rights to acquire education 
like others, and victim of HIV has right to free expression to the society or 
audience. Candidates in this category had also good command of English 
language.  Extract 9.2 presents a sample of a correct response to this question. 
 

 
 

Extract 9.2: A sample of a correct response to question 9. 
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Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks had 
partial knowledge of the subject matter and poor command of English 
language. They provided both correct and incorrect points as well as giving less 
number of points than required. For example, one of the candidates failed to 
debate the issues properly as he/she wrote correct points with grammatical 
errors such as: it is free to express itself, it has freedom of association with 
others, it has freedom of cooperation, and it has freedom to live hence failed to 
score full marks. Another candidate wrote responses such as: it needs the care 
for those who having HIV/AIDS, has the right to live, need the support like 
other people, and must not be discriminated. Another candidate provided less 
number of points such as: to give them special treatment like others and to 
provide social services like others. The responses given by candidates in this 
category show that they had insufficient knowledge of the relation between 
HIV/AIDS and human rights. 

 

2.1.10 Question 10: Theories and Aspects of Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to briefly explain four measures 
the government could take to promote the informal sector. The question was 
attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates 
on this question was average since 1,227 (64.4%) scored 2 to 4 marks as shown 
in Figure 10.  

 
 

Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance on Question 10 
 

The statistics in Figure 10 show that 679 (35.6%) candidates scored 0 to 1.5 
marks; 525 (27.6%) candidates scored 2 to 2.5 marks, and 702 (36.8%) 
candidates scored 3 to 4 marks. 
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The analysis of candidates’ performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 3 to 4 marks demonstrated sufficient knowledge of the topic of Theories 
and Aspects of Development, particularly on the subtopic of The Role of 
Private and Public Sectors in Tanzania’s Development. They correctly 
understood the question hence provided clear explanations of the measures that 
the Tanzanian government can take to promote the informal sector. Some of the 
candidates’ responses were: the provision of funds, the establishment of special 
places, the provision of loans to entrepreneurs, and improving science and 
technology. Another candidate explained the measures to be taken such as; to 
create conducive environment for informal sectors to invest in large quantities, 
to reduce taxes to informal sectors for allowing large investment, to create 
strong policy and laws that can supervise and support informal sectors, and to 
create common market that will allow competition of buying and selling goods 
and services from different enterprises. Extract 10.1 presents a sample of a 
correct response to this question. 

 

 
 

Extract 10.1: A sample of a correct response to question    10. 
 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 1.5 marks lacked 
understanding of the subtopic examined. Some candidates in this category 
provided only one relevant point out of the four required while other candidates 
misinterpreted the question and gave incorrect or ambiguous responses. One of 
the candidates for example, provided irrelevant points such as: poverty, disease, 
corruption, and unemployment. Other incorrect responses were: informal 
sectors should provide employment opportunities to the societies, informal 
sector should follow the rules and regulations of government during its 
implementation, informal sectors should follow the right of workers in their 
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institution, and informal sector should not own the land or resource 
permanently. Extract 10.2 presents a sample of an incorrect response to this 
question. 

 

 
 

Extract 10.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 10. 
 

In Extract 10.2, the candidate explained the programmes of education instead 
of explaining the measures that can be taken by the Tanzanian government to 
promote the informal sector. 
 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 2 to 2.5 marks had 
adequate understanding of the subject matter. However, due to repetition of 
some points, mixing correct and incorrect responses and failure to offer the 
required number of points, they were unable to score full marks. For instance, 
one of the candidates mentioned points such as: the provision of education for 
self-reliance, to emphasize duties and responsibilities, to provide or expand 
skills and knowledge, and to expand and improve the agricultural and 
industrial sectors. The responses given by the candidate indicated that the third 
point was a repetition of the first point. Poor mastery of English language was 
also a challenge to some candidates in this category hence, they misinterpreted 
the question leading to irrelevant responses such as: like to give the loan, 
engage in different activities, participate in the formal sector, and promote 
equality. The responses given by the candidates in this category show that they 
had insufficient knowledge of the measures that can be taken by the Tanzanian 
government to promote the informal sector in the country. 
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2.2 SECTION B: ESSAY QUESTIONS 

This section comprised of four (4) essay questions and the candidates were 
required to answer all questions. Each question had the weight of 15 marks, 
making a total of 60 marks. 

 

2.2.1 Question 11: Government and Politics 

In this question, the candidates were required to analyse five indicators of good 
governance in Tanzania. The question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) 
candidates. The general performance of candidates on this question was good 
since 1,716 (90%) scored 6 to 15 marks as shown in Figure 11.  

 

 
 

Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance on Question 11 
 

The statistics in Figure 11 indicate that 190 (10%) candidates scored 0 to 5.5 
marks; 635 (33.3%) candidates scored 6 to 10 marks, and 1,081 (56.7%) 
candidates scored 10.5 to 15 marks. 
 
The analysis of the candidate’s performance indicated that the candidates who 
scored 10.5 to 15 marks understood the task of the question and demonstrated a 
good knowledge of the topic on Government and Politics, particularly the 
concept of Politics. Also, they had good essay writing skills and good English 
language proficiency that enabled them to provide relevant responses with no 
or less grammatical errors. However, the variation in performance in this 
category was due to differences in the number of points presented by the 
candidates and the clarity of the points presented. For example, one of the 
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candidates pointed out indicators such as: delegation of power, good 
governance, transparency, bill of right, presence of multiparty system, and 
accountability. Extract 11.1 presents a sample of a correct response to this 
question. 
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Extract 11.1: A sample of a correct response to question    11. 
 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored 6 to 10 marks most of them had partial 
knowledge of Government and Politics. Their responses contained a number of 
weaknesses such as mixing up correct and incorrect points and an inability to 
comprehensively provide facts and relevant evidences. The quality of the 
explanation, however, affected the scores in this category. For instance, some 
candidates failed to write a correct introduction and conclusion. Another 
candidate wrote the correct points but failed to give detailed explanations such 
as: bill of rights, rule of law, free and fair election, multipartism, and free to 
vote and to be voted. Other candidates mixed correct and incorrect points such 
as: promoting democracy, ensure provision of social services, transparency, 
collect tax, and promote human rights. The first, third and fifth points were 
correct while the remaining two points were incorrect. The responses given by 
candidates in this category shows that they had insufficient knowledge about 
indicators of good governance in Tanzania. 

 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 5.5 marks lacked knowledge 
of the topic and failed to grasp requirements of the question. The majority of 
the candidates in this category faced difficulties in presenting their ideas in 
English language. Some candidates mixed up the correct and incorrect 
responses while others wrote irrelevant points. Other candidates confused 
between indicators of development in Tanzania and those of good governance 
in Tanzania. For example, one of the candidates wrote incorrect responses such 
as: per capita income, high rate of literacy, daily food supply, population 
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growth, high quality goods, and life expectancy. Other candidates’ responses 
were: uses of natural resources, low demand and supply, availability of cheap 
labour, uses of science and technology, presence of literacy people, low 
mortality rate, and high quality goods. Extract 11.2 presents a sample of an 
incorrect response to this question. 
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Extract 11.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 11. 
 

In Extract 11.2, the candidate explained the indicators of development instead 
of indicators of good governance in Tanzania. 
 

2.2.2 Question 12: Tanzania in Global Politics 

In this question, the candidates were required to examine five challenges that 
face the African Union in the implementation of its objectives. The question 
was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. However, there were no candidates 
who scored all the allotted 15 marks. The general performance of candidates on 
this question was good since 1,881 (98.7%) scored 6 to 14.5 marks as shown in 
Figure 12.  
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Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance on Question 12 
 

The statistics in Figure 12 indicate that 25 (1.3%) candidates scored 0 to 5.5 
marks; 766 (40.2%) candidates scored 6 to 10 marks, and 1,115 (58.5%) 
candidates scored 10.5 to 14.5 marks. 
 
The analysis of the candidate’s performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 10.5 to 14.5 marks understood the requirements of the question and 
demonstrated an understanding of the topic of Tanzania in Global Politics, 
particularly on the subtopic of Tanzania and the African Union. They provided 
relevant points, a good introduction, main body and conclusion. One of the 
candidates wrote relevant points such as: different ideology, poverty, diseases, 
nationalism, and different level of economy. Extract 12.1 presents a sample of a 
correct response to this question. 
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Extract 12.1: A sample of a correct response to question 12. 
 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 6 to 10 marks had the 
basic understanding of the subject matter and grasped the requirements of the 
question. However, their performance was affected by a number of weaknesses, 
including outlining some of their points rather than examining them. In 
addition, some candidates submitted fewer points than required while others 
mixed correct and incorrect points. One of the candidates wrote the challenges 
facing the East African Community instead of those facing the African Union. 
For instance: corruption, common market, ideological differences, no common 
currency, and lack of fund. Corruption, no common currency, and no common 
market were challenges facing East African Community while ideological 
differences and lack of fund were the challenges for African Union. The 
responses given by candidates in this category shows that they had insufficient 
knowledge of challenges that face the African Union in implementing its 
objectives. 

 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 5.5 marks most of them 
lacked knowledge and misinterpreted the requirement of the question. 
Responses indicate that the candidates knew very little about the African Union 
particularly the challenges facing the African Union. For instance, one of the 
candidates wrote irrelevant points such as: poverty or poor wealth, poor 
government support, bad economic condition, multimembership, and natural 
hazards instead of the challenges facing African Union in implementing her 
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objectives. Another candidate’s incorrect responses were: trade barriers, 
language differences, difference in currency, environmental degradation, and 
competition. The candidates' performance on this question was further 
impacted by their inability to write a relevant introduction, conclusion, and 
clear English phrases. Extract 12.2 presents a sample of an incorrect response 
to this question. 
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Extract 12.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 12. 
 

In Extract 12.2, the candidate examined the importance of African Union 
instead of the challenges that face African Union in implementing her 
objectives. 

 

2.2.3 Question 13: Theories and Aspects of Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to propose five solutions that can 
be applied by various institutions in the society to combat gender 
discrimination. The question was attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. The 
general performance of candidates on this question was good since 1,868 
(98%) scored 6 to 15 marks as shown in Figure 13.  

 

 
 

Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance on Question 13 
 

The statistics in Figure 13 show that 38 (2%) candidates scored 0 to 5.5 marks; 
784 (41.1%) candidates scored 6 to 10 marks, and 1,084 (56.9%) candidates 
scored 10.5 to 15 marks. 
 

The analysis of the candidate’s performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 10.5 to 15 marks demonstrated sufficient understanding of the subject 
matter. Additionally, the candidates were capable of producing good essays. 
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However, the variation of scores in this category was based on how well 
individuals explained points and how many correct examples were provided. 
One of the candidates wrote correct points such as: through putting restricted 
policies about gender discrimination, introducing organs that will deal with 
gender discrimination, by providing guidance and counselling to those 
practicing it, and by enacting laws that will be kept by the judiciary. Another 
candidate managed to propose: discouraging bad cultural beliefs like widow 
inheritance, starting different clubs at schools for gender, formation of women 
programmes, and encouraging churches and mosques to impart gender 
equality education. Extract 13.1 presents a sample of a correct response to this 
question. 
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Extract 13.1: A sample of a correct response to question 13. 
 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 6 to 10 marks showed 
an adequate knowledge of the topic and good essay-writing skills. However, 
these candidates had weaknesses such as repetition of some points, and 
providing insufficient details to support their responses. Examples of their 
responses with repeated points were the establishment of gender clubs, the use 
of mass media, the establishment of rules and laws, educating society, and 
the establishment of policies. Another candidate had insufficient points with 
poor clarifications: education, allowing both men and women to take different 
positions at work, parents and society should prohibit bad cultural practices, 
and religion should assist and allow women to take higher positions. 

 

Moreover, the candidates who scored 0 to 5.5 marks displayed a number of 
weaknesses, including lack of knowledge on the subject matter, poor English 
language proficiency and incorrect understanding of the requirements of the 
question. For instance, one candidate wrote: government support for the 
institution with financial aid, solidarity and the union of more than one 
institution, clear and serious research, and by regularly examining government 
policy. Besides, some candidates ended up with defining irrelevant facts. This 
may be due to ineffective time management or lack of knowledge on the 
subject matter. Another candidate wrote points with similar meaning; students 
should learn gender issues in school, teachers must provide education to 
students, parents must teach their children at home, and all the family should 
engage in gender issues. Extract 13.2 presents a sample of an incorrect 
response to this question. 
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Extract 13.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 13. 
 

In Extract 13.2, the candidate presented the importance of various institutions 
in our society instead of how such institutions can be used as a bridge to 
eradicate gender discrimination. 

 

2.2.4 Question 14: Theories and Aspects of Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to describe five possible socio-
economic consequences of unemployment to Tanzania. The question was 
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attempted by 1,906 (100%) candidates. However, there were no candidates who 
scored all the 15 marks allotted to this question. The general performance of 
candidates on this question was good since 1,562 (82%) scored 6 to 13 marks 
as shown in Figure 14.  

 

 
 

Figure 14: Candidates’ Performance on Question 14 
 

The statistics in Figure 14 show that 344 (18%) candidates scored 0 to 5.5 
marks; 1,106 (58.1%) candidates scored 6 to 10 marks, and 456 (23.9%) 
candidates scored 10.5 to 13 marks. 
 

The analysis of the candidate’s performance showed that the candidates who 
scored 6 to 10 marks demonstrated a sufficient knowledge on the topic of 
Theories and Aspects of Development, particularly the subtopic on The 
Problem of Unemployment in Tanzania. When describing the socio-economic 
effects of unemployment in Tanzania, they showed good essay-writing skills. 
However, the majority of their responses lacked relevant examples, clear 
explanations and repeated points. Their responses were such as: it can lead to 
poverty, drug abuse, corruption, crime, and street children. Some candidates in 
this category were unable to get all the marks allotted because their 
explanations were not clear enough. The responses given by candidates in this 
category showed that they had insufficient knowledge of socio-economic 
consequences of unemployment to Tanzania. 
 

Further analysis showed that the candidates who scored 10.5 to 13 marks 
demonstrated adequate knowledge of the subject matter. They described well 
the socio-economic consequences of unemployment in Tanzania. They also 
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demonstrated their ability to write and organize essays. However, the scores 
were determined by how well the points were described and how many useful 
examples were given. One of the candidates who demonstrated adequate 
knowledge on the subject matter provided responses as follows: unemployment 
can lead to employed children, it can lead to high dependency rate, it can also 
lead to poverty, underdevelopment of our country, and corruption in different 
sectors. Another candidate with correct responses stated that: unemployment 
increase street children, lead to prostitution, can increase the use of drugs, and 
lead to more criminal cases in the society. Extract 14.1 presents a sample of a 
correct response to this question. 
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Extract 14.1: A sample of a correct response to question 14. 
 

Moreover, the candidates who scored 0 to 5.5 marks displayed a number of 
weaknesses, including inadequate knowledge on the theories and aspects of 
development, lacked focus when responding to the questions, had poor English 
language competence, and a misunderstanding of the requirements of the 
question. For instance, one candidate wrote: corruption, development of science 
and technology, level of education, development of private sectors, and 
population increase while another candidate wrote: population growth, 
availability of corruption, poor infrastructure, and poor market and trade. In 
addition, some candidates simply wrote the definitions and outlined irrelevant 
points. That may be due to inefficient time management or a lack of subject 
knowledge. Extract 14.2 presents a sample of an incorrect response to this 
question. 
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Extract 14.2: A sample of an incorrect response to question 14. 
 

In Extract 14.2, the candidate described the types of employment instead of 
describing possible socio-economic consequences of unemployment in 
Tanzania. 
 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 
 

The Development Studies examination of 2023 had one paper in which all six 
topics were covered. These topics were: Theories and Aspects of Development, 
Tanzania in Global Politics, Government and Politics, Citizenship and Human 
Rights, Culture and Philosophy, and Globalization. 
 

The candidates had good performances in four (4) topics which were: 
Government and Politics (90 per cent), Philosophy and Culture (87.7 per cent), 
Tanzania in Global Politics (74.6 per cent), and Citizenship and Human Rights 
(70 per cent). The candidates had average performance in the topic on: 
Theories and Aspects of Development (59.9 per cent). The candidates had poor 
performance in the topic on Globalization (33.8 per cent).  

 

The topic on Philosophy and Culture and Citizenship and Human Rights had 
good performance for three consecutive years, i.e., 2021, 2022, and 2023. The 
candidates’ good performance in these topics was due to the sufficient 
knowledge in most of the subtopics as well as clear interpretations of the 
question, which enabled them to respond with more relevant facts.  
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On the other hand, the candidates’ performance on the topic on Globalization 
in 2023 was 33.8 per cent, indicating a decline by 32 per cent when compared 
to the performance in 2022, where the candidates’ performance was 65.9 per 
cent. However, the topic had good performance in two consecutive years 
namely 2021 (93.6%) and 2022 (65.9%). The reason for the decline in 2023 
might be insufficient knowledge about the topic, especially the Structural 
Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) which shows that some topics had not been 
taught. The summary of the candidates’ performance on each topic is shown in 
the Appendix attached at the end of this report. 
 

4.0 CONCLUSION 
 

The analysis of performance and candidates’ responses indicates that the 2023 
DSEE performance was good since 1,866 (99.79%) out of 1906 (100%) who 
sat for the examination passed. The candidates with good performance 
demonstrated an adequate knowledge and skills in various topics, understood 
well the questions, had sufficient knowledge on the subject matter, good 
proficiency in English language, and displayed effective essay writing abilities. 
Moreover, the analysis has revealed that the candidates with average 
performance manifested inadequate knowledge on such attributes while those 
with poor performance lacked such attributes which affected the quality of their 
responses. 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates in this 
subject, the following should be considered: 

 

(a) The improvement of teaching and learning methods and resources to 
enhance the acquisition of knowledge and skills to student teachers. 

 

(b) Since the English language appeared to hinder some candidates in 
expressing themselves, some efforts should be made to improve the 
language by engaging students in debates and reading various journals. 

 

(c) Tutors are advised to provide frequent exercises, tests and examinations 
with an immediate feedback so that student teachers can improve their 
knowledge and skills in answering examinations questions. 

 

(d) Since some topics experienced more failures than others, it is advised 
that all topics taught to be covered before the examination time. 
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(e) Tutors should have the culture of reviewing Candidates’ Item Response 
Analysis of previous years so as to learn and find ways of helping 
student-teachers in attempting the questions they are likely to 
encounter. 
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 Appendix 
 

SUMMARY OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES SUBJECT 

 

 

S/N 

 

Topic 

Question 

Number 

Performance Per centage 
 

Remarks Performance 
in each 

Question (%) 

Average 
Performance 
per Topic (%) 

1.  Government and 
Politics 

11 90 90 Good 

2.  Philosophy and 
Culture 

02 87.7 87.7 Good 

3.  Tanzania in Global 
Politics 

05 29.2 

74.6 
 

Good 
 

06 95.9 
12 98.7 

4.  Citizenship and 
Human Rights 

04 72 
70 Good 

01 68.4 

5.  
Theories and Aspect 
of Development 
 

08 61.2 

59.9 
 

Average 
 

07 8.8 
09 45 
10 64.4 
13 98 
14 82 

6.  Globalization 03 33.8 33.8 Poor 
 




